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Jeff Pattison, Valley.:County.Conservation District
Chairman/Milk River Watershed"AlllancerChairman

Jenifer Anderson, Phillips Conservation District
Administrater/Milk River Watershed Alliance
Coordinator



History of Conservation Districts

AEarly 1930s, the Dust Bowl.
ASevere and sustained drought, soil began to erode and blow away

AHuge black dust storms blotted out the sun and swallowed the countryside.
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Palmer Drought Severity Index

1930-1939
Percent of time in severe and extreme drought

"% of time PDSI = -3

Less than 10%
10% to 19.99%

20% to 29.99%

30% to 39.99%
40% to 49.99%

50% or greater

SOURCE: McK ee et al. (1993); HOAA (1990); High Plains R egional Climate C enter (1996)
Albers Equal Area Projection; Map prepareid at the Hational Drought Mitigation Center




On May 12, 1934, a major storm hit the plains, later to be described by h
Bennett as a turning point in the battle to get public attention to the
erosion problem:
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ACongress unanimously passed
ASoil Conservation Act of April 27 1935



The Key to Success:

AThree-fourths of the continental United States is
privately owned, and 59% in Montana.

ACongress realized that only active, voluntary support
from landowners would guarantee the success of
conservation work on private land.



CDOs become reality 1 n Mon

A Caught on across the country with district-enabling legislation
passed in every state.

A MT passed the Montana Conserv-ation District Law (76-15-101) in
19309. .
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A Today, there are 58 conservation districts in MT.
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Conservation District Authority

MCA 76-15-102. Declaration of policy. It is hereby de- |

clared to be the policy of the legislature to provide for the |

conservation of soil and soil resources of this state, for the

control and prevention of soil erosion, for the prevention of

L floodwater and sediment damages, and for furthering the
Wl CASCADE CouNTy Tiee et conservation, development, utilization, and disposal of water

L2l SOIL CONSERVATION ‘f & 4 and thereby to preserve natural resources, control floods,
DISTRICT il prevent impairment of dams and reservoirs, preserve wild-
e —— gl vyA life, protect the tax base, protect public lands, and protect
' |and promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the
" | people of this state. ~




CDs main functions:

it Conduct lecal activities; 1@ premote CORSER/Ation
of natural resources.

= (i Activities Vary from:diStrict to district, generally
melude on-the ground conservation & education
Projects. E .

it CD have authority to pass Iand LUSe ordinances
to protect natural resources.

i1 Administer The Natiiral Streambed and lLand
Preservati on Act , aka n



