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History of Conservation Districts

ÅEarly 1930s, the Dust Bowl. 

ÅSevere and sustained drought, soil began to erode and blow away

ÅHuge black dust storms blotted out the sun and swallowed the countryside.





On May 12, 1934, a major storm hit the plains, later to be described by 

Bennett as a turning point in the battle to get public attention to the 

erosion problem:

ÅCongress unanimously passed 

ÅSoil Conservation Act of April 27, 1935.



The Key to Success:

ÅThree-fourths of the continental United States is 

privately owned, and 59% in Montana.

ÅCongress realized that only active, voluntary support 

from landowners would guarantee the success of 

conservation work on private land. 



ÅCaught on across the country with district-enabling legislation 

passed in every state.

ÅMT passed the Montana Conservation District Law (76-15-101) in 

1939. 

ÅToday, there are 58 conservation districts in MT.

CDôs become reality in Montana



CDs main functions:

üConduct local activities to promote conservation 

of natural resources.

üActivities vary from district to district, generally 

include on-the ground conservation & education 

projects.

üCD have authority to pass land use ordinances 

to protect natural resources.

üAdminister The Natural Streambed and Land 

Preservation Act, aka ñThe 310 Lawò.


