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Prairie Conservation Forum Vision  
 

The biological diversity of native prairie and parkland ecosystems is secure under 
thoughtful and committed stewardship of all Albertans. 

Guiding Principles 
 

1. ManagemenW reVponVibiliWieV for naWiYe prairie and parkland fall primaril\ on pXblic agencieV (i.e., 
Federal, ProYincial and Local GoYernmenWV), FirVW NaWionV and priYaWe landoZnerV.  The PCF Zill 
onl\ VXpporW and faciliWaWe diVcXVVionV concerning acWionV WhaW conWribXWe poViWiYel\ Wo Whe ViVion 
and MiVVion of Whe PCF. 

2. The PCF Zill faciliWaWe neWZorking, informaWion e[change and diVcXVVion amongVW member organ-
i]aWionV and ZiWh oWher jXriVdicWionV oXWVide of AlberWa. 

3. ParWnerVhip acWiYiWieV are baVed on Whe belief WhaW Whe Vocial and economic benefiWV Zhich are de-
riYed from prairie and parkland ecoV\VWemV are dependenW on Whe ecological healWh of WheVe V\V-
WemV.  Therefore, managemenW VWraWegieV Zill be promoWed WhaW enVXre Whe ongoing healWh of WheVe 
ecoV\VWemV. 

4. The PCF ParWnerVhip draZV WogeWher diYerVe opinionV and approacheV Wo ecoV\VWem managemenW.  
To beVW enVXre Whe deYelopmenW of collaboraWiYe and effecWiYe VolXWionV, Whe ParWnerVhip Zill inWer-
acW in a manner WhaW iV reVpecWfXl of WhaW diYerViW\. 

5. PCF memberV Zill VWriYe Wo implemenW PCF programV and acWiYiWieV in Wheir reVpecWiYe organi]a-
WionV in VXpporW of Whe PCF ViVion. 

6. The ViVion can onl\ be achieYed b\ Whe efforWV of man\, inclXding Whe PCF iWVelf and iWV member 
organi]aWionV, accompanied b\ effecWiYe Zorking relaWionVhipV ZiWh oWherV Zho Vhare Whe ViVion. 

7. The PCF VXpporWV Whe eqXiWable Vharing of Vocial and economic coVWV and Whe benefiWV of mainWain-
ing naWiYe biodiYerViW\ and ecological VerYiceV among all VegmenWV of VocieW\. 

Outcomes 
 

Maintain Large Native Prairie and Parkland Landscapes. The e[iVWence of inWacW and 
fXll\ fXncWioning naWiYe prairie and parkland landVcapeV in AlberWa are Whe beVW gXaranWor 
of fXWXre regional biodiYerViW\ and enYironmenWal qXaliW\.  
 
Conserve Connecting Corridors for Biodiversity. HabiWaW connecWiYiW\ iV eVVenWial Wo 
mainWain naWiYe biodiYerViW\ and ecoV\VWem fXncWion. The conVerYaWion and reVWoraWion of 
imporWanW corridorV Zill help Wo mainWain fXncWional naWiYe prairie and parkland land-
VcapeV. 
 
Protect Isolated Native Habitats. WiWhin fragmenWed landVcapeV Where e[iVW Vmall, iVo-
laWed pockeWV of ecological refXgia WhaW ma\ be aV imporWanW for naWiYe biodiYerViW\ con-
VerYaWion aV larger prairie and parkland landVcapeV. TheVe need Wo be idenWified, VWXdied, 
and poVVibl\ proWecWed.   
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´The SUaiUie iV RQe Rf WhRVe SlaiQl\ YiVible WhiQgV WhaW \RX 

caQ·W ShRWRgUaSh. NR cameUa leQV caQ Wake iQ a big 
enough piece of it. The prairie landscape embraces the 

whole of the sky. Any undistorted image is too flat to rep-
resent the impression of immersion that is central to be-
iQg RQ Whe SUaiUie. The e[SeUieQce iV a kiQd Rf baSWiVm.µ 

 
~Paul Gruchow, Journal of a Prairie Year~  
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Message from the Chair 
 
The Prairie ConVerYaWion ForXm (PCF) had an e[ciWing \ear in 2019 highlighWed b\ Whe 30Wh anniYerVar\ of Whe PCF¶V 
e[iVWence.  
  
Since eVWabliVhing a broad-WenW parWnerVhip in 1989 Wo deYelop a YiVion and gXiding principleV for Whe conVerYaWion of 
naWiYe graVVlandV and iW¶V endangered habiWaW, Whe PCF haV collaboraWiYel\ deYeloped and e[ecXWed Vi[ 5 \ear blXeprinWV 
of prairie conVerYaWion acWion planV Wo achieYe oXWcomeV and acWionV of prairie conVerYaWion. 
 
The VXcceVV of WhiV organi]aWion lieV ZiWhin Whe commiWWed indiYidXalV and organi]aWionV.  The PCF iV led b\ a VWrong 
repreVenWaWion of diYerVe board memberV.  AW Whe JanXar\ AGM held in AlderV\de I accepWed Whe nominaWion Wo chair Whe 
board of direcWorV for Whe ne[W 2 \earV.  GeWWing Wo Zork alongVide deep-WhoXghWed indiYidXalV haV been a reZarding e[-
perience for m\Velf.  I ZoXld like Wo Whank Whe board memberV WhaW haYe conWinXed Wheir Werm ZiWh Whe PCF - ChriVW\ann 
OlVon, Brian PeerV, RoberW Oakle\, Karen RaYen, Brand\ DoZne\, MoniqXe WilkinVon, Trac\ KXpchenko, ChelVea 
KraXV, Neal WilVon and Ian D\Von.  We Zere diVappoinWed Wo Vee foXr board memberV leaYe aV Wheir WermV ended - Nori-
ne AmbroVe, Jeff ForV\Wh, Terra SimieriWVch, and Ron McNeil. SWepping Xp Wo fill WheVe roleV for a neZ Werm iV LindV\e 
DXnbar and Peg SWrankman.  I look forZard Wo Zorking ZiWh Whe board of direcWorV Wo gXide Whe PCF WhroXgh Whe final 
WZo \earV of Whe cXrrenW Prairie ConVerYaWion AcWion Plan. 
 
The PCF conWinXeV Wo operaWe Xnder Whe YiVion of a Whree-pillar approach Wo prairie conVerYaWion, achieYing oXWcomeV Wo-
geWher WhaW are greaWer Whan an\ Vingle member organi]aWion coXld do on Wheir oZn.  ThiV iV accompliVhed WhroXgh dedi-
caWed Zorking groXpV WhaW VWraWegicall\ diYide Whe larger goal inWo Vmall VWepV.  I inYiWe \oX Wo read WhroXgh Whe acWiYiWieV 
WhaW each PCF commiWWee haV achieYed in 2019 in WhiV annXal reporW. 
 
CommiWWee Zork haV conWinXed Wo accompliVh acWionV VeW oXW in Whe 2016-2020 PCAP and VWarWed Wo deYelop neZ ideaV 
for Whe 2021-2025 PCAP.  In 2019 a Zorking commiWWee ZaV VWrXck Wo reYieZ paVW acWionV ZiWhin Whe Whree-pillar oXW-
comeV.  OYer Whe coXrVe of 2019-2020, Whe commiWWee Zill be deYeloping Whe ne[W PCAP Wo lead Whe PCF YiVion Wo main-
Wain Whe VXcceVV Ze haYe accompliVhed and e[ploring neZ opporWXniWieV in prairie conVerYaWion.  

 
Nolan Ball 

PCF Chair, 2019-2020 

Message from the Coordinators 
 
The PCF coordinaWorV, SaVha HarrioWW and KaWher\n Ta\lor, conWinXe Wo be inYolYed in all of Whe PCF commiWWeeV and 
Zorking groXpV, proYiding an arra\ of VXpporW inclXding projecW managemenW, logiVWical help, leaderVhip and adminiVWra-
WiYe VXpporW Zhere needed. ThiV paVW \ear WZo neZ commiWWeeV Zere VWrXck ± Whe PCAP commiWWee, Wo VWarW reYieZing 
acWion iWemV from Whe 2016-2020 PCAP Wo aVVeVV Wheir VXcceVV and VWarW Zorking on Whe ne[W PCAP (2021-2025); and Whe 
Prairie ConVerYaWion and Endangered SpecieV Conference (PCESC) CommiWWee, Wo begin formXlaWing a plan for deliYer\ 
of Whe conference in 2023. The SWaWe of Whe Prairie CommiWWee, ConnecWing CorridorV CommiWWee, Range SWeZardVhip 
CommiWWee, EdXcaWion and CommXnicaWion CommiWWee, and TranVboXndar\ CommiWWee conWinXed Zorking WoZardV Wheir 
goalV, Zhich \oX can read aboXW in WhiV reporW. The ReneZable Energ\ CommiWWee ZaV diVbanded aV all Wheir goalV Zere 
accompliVhed in preYioXV \earV, inclXding Whe prodXcWion of Whe reporW “Beneficial ManagemenW PracWiceV for ReneZable 
Energ\ ProjecWV; RedXcing Whe FooWprinW in AlberWa¶V NaWiYe GraVVland, Parkland and WeWland EcoV\VWemV´, and Whe pro-
dXcWion of WZo informaWion VheeWV, one of Zhich ZaV geared WoZardV landholderV and highlighWV Whe benefiWV of naWiYe 
prairie, and Whe oWher of Zhich ZaV geared WoZardV Whe reneZable energ\ indXVWr\ and highlighWV beVW managemenW prac-
WiceV.  
 
In addiWion Wo proYiding logiVWical and adminiVWraWiYe VXpporW, Whe CoordinaWorV mainWain commXnicaWionV, VeW Xp boWh 
board meeWingV and general meeWingV, mainWain financial recordV and coordinaWe YolXnWeerV for caVino fXndraiVing eYenWV. 
ThiV \ear ZaV an imporWanW \ear for Whe PCF aV iW ZaV Whe PCF¶V 30-\ear anniYerVar\. The JXne meeWing ZaV held in 
TZin BXWWe, Zhere Ze Zere able Wo celebraWe ZiWh man\ of oXr memberV and enjo\ a bXffeW VW\le dinner WogeWher Zhile 
enjo\ing a recap of Whe hiVWor\ of Whe PCF b\ Ian D\Von and a hoop dance performance b\ a local indigenoXV dancer. 
 
We ZoXld like Wo Whank all of Whe YolXnWeerV WhaW ViW on Whe Zorking groXpV and commiWWeeV for \oXr Wime and efforWV in 
helping Wo conVerYe naWiYe prairie and parkland in AlberWa. YoX are Whe VXcceVV of Whe PCF!  
 

KaWher\n Ta\lor and SaVha HarrioWW 
PCF CoordinaWorV  



 

Prairie ConVerYaWion ForXm AnnXal ReporW 2019-2020 

PCF Meetings and Tours  
 
The PCF Vpring meeWing and 30 \ear celebraWion Wook place in TZin BXWWe, AB, on JXne 13, 
2019. Kim PearVon proYided a preVenWaWion on ecological reneZal folloZing Whe 2017 KenoZ 
Wildfire in WaWerWon. To celebraWe 30 \earV aV an organi]aWion, a bXffeW dinner ZaV proYided Wo 
Whe memberVhip and Ian D\Von gaYe a VlideVhoZ celebraWing 30 \earV of AlberWa prairie and 
parkland conVerYaWion, highlighWing man\ of Whe achieYemenWV of Whe PCF. EnWerWainmenW fol-
loZing dinner ZaV proYided b\ champion Zomen¶V hoop dancer, Sandra LaMoXche, from Whe 
Piikani NaWion. On JXne 14, 2019, Whe memberVhip ZaV able Wo head inWo WaWerWon Wo Vee firVW-
hand Vome of Whe effecWV of Whe KenoZ Zildfire. The WoXr ended in Pincher Creek ZiWh a preVen-
WaWion b\ TranVAlWa on Wheir Zind energ\ projecWV in Whe area. 
 
The PCF fall meeWing Wook place aW Whe HandhillV Lake ClXbhoXVe in Hanna, AB, on SepWember 
25, 2019. The meeWing focXVVed on XpdaWeV b\ Whe SWaWe of Whe Prairie CommiWWee and Prairie 
ConVerYaWion AcWion Plan (PCAP) commiWWee. Carol\n GaXdeW, ZiWh Whe SaVkaWcheZan PCAP, 
gaYe a preVenWaWion aboXW Whe Zork Whe SK PCAP iV cXrrenWl\ doing and Zhere Whe\ Vee Whem-
VelYeV going in Whe ne[W feZ \earV. The WoXr ZaV held on SepWember 26, 2019, ZiWh man\ poinWV 
of inWereVW YiViWed, inclXding VWopping aW Whe ArWhXr Peak cabin in DoroWh\, circXV coXlee, 
ThXmb Hill (HandhillV Ecological ReVerYe), and FiVh Lake. 
 
The PCF AnnXal General MeeWing Wook place aW Whe CreVcenW PoinW Regional Field HoXVe in 
AlderV\de, AB, on JanXar\ 16, 2020. AW WhiV meeWing, all of Whe PCF Zorking commiWWeeV pro-
Yided XpdaWeV, Ze held elecWionV Wo Whe PCF Board of DirecWorV, and did a financial reYieZ for 
memberV. There ZaV alVo a ZorkVhop for Whe ConnecWing CorridorV CommiWWee Wo geW feedback 
from Whe memberVhip on ne[W VWepV, and a preVenWaWion giYen b\ ChriVW\ann OlVon and Grace 
Wark, ZiWh AlberWa WilderneVV AVVociaWion, on Vome of Whe hiVWor\ of AWA aV Zell aV cXrrenW 
projecWV Whe\ are focXVVing on.  
  
For PCF memberV, PCF meeWing noWeV and preVenWaWionV can be foXnd on Whe memberV onl\ 
page of Whe PCF ZebViWe:  ZZZ.alberWapcf.org.   

 

 
 
 

TransboundaryWorking Group 
 

The 5Wh TranVboXndar\ GraVVlandV ParWnerVhip WorkVhop ZaV hoVWed in Regina, SaVkaWcheZan in conjXncWion ZiWh SaVkaWcheZan 
Prairie ConVerYaWion AcWion Plan¶V NaWiYe Prairie ReVWoraWion and ReclamaWion WorkVhop. The ZorkVhop Wook place on FebrXar\ 25-
27, 2020 and aWWracWed oYer 250 parWicipanWV from ZeVWern Canada and norWhern UniWed SWaWeV. 
 
HighlighWV from Whe ZorkVhop inclXde: projecW XpdaWeV from AlberWa, SaVkaWcheZan and MonWana and progreVV VWaWXV on Whe graVV-
landV mapping Wool. PreVenWaWionV Zere giYen b\ PaXl JoneV on pronghorn croVVingV, TrenW Bollinger on chronic ZaVWing diVeaVe, 
greaWer Vage groXVe recoYer\ and habiWaW reVWoraWion, polic\ inVWrXmenWV and conVerYaWion incenWiYeV b\ Jerem\ PiWWman, aV Zell aV an 
oYerYieZ of Whe GreaW PlainV ConVerYaWion NeWZork and JXriVdicWional ConVerYaWion Planning along ZiWh man\ more greaW preVenWa-
WionV on Whe Vecond da\ of Whe ZorkVhop. For more informaWion, YiViW Whe WranVboXndar\ VecWion on Whe PCF ZebViWe. All of WheVe Xp-
daWeV and preVenWaWionV Zere giYen in beWZeen eaV\ breakoXW conYerVaWionV and good food ZiWh ama]ing people. 
 
OYerall, Whe ZorkVhop ZaV a greaW VXcceVV and conWinXeV Wo meeW Whe parWnerVhip goalV of proYiding a forXm Zhere WranVboXndar\ 
jXriVdicWionV and VecWorV can commXnicaWe and Zork collaboraWiYel\ Wo conVerYe and enhance naWiYe graVVland landVcapeV. 
 
The core TranVboXndar\ GraVVlandV ParWnerVhip Team, led b\ Carol\n GaXdeW (SaVkaWcheZan Prairie ConVerYaWion AcWion Plan) and 
Tim RomanoZ (Milk RiYer WaWerVhed CoXncil Canada) meW Yia conference call Wo Vhare monWhl\ XpdaWeV and mainWain commXnica-
WionV WhroXghoXW Whe \ear. 
 
The 6Wh ZorkVhop Zill Wake place in MonWana in 2021. 



 

Prairie ConVerYaWion ForXm AnnXal ReporW 2019-2020 

Prairie Conservation Action Plan 
 
The 2021-2025 PCAP commiWWee ZaV VWrXck in 2019. The goalV of Whe commiWWee Zere Wo docXmenW accompliVhmenWV in Whe cXrrenW 
PCAP, look for gapV and acWion iWemV WhaW Zere noW \eW compleWed, frame an oXWline for Whe neZ PCAP for board reYieZ, and VWarW 
drafWing Whe PCAP 2021-2025. PCF Working CommiWWeeV Zere aVked Wo go WhroXgh Whe 2016-2020 PCAP and leW Whe PCAP commiW-
Wee knoZ ZhaW Whe\ ZoXld like Wo Vee aV acWion iWemV in Whe neZ PCAP. The memberVhip ZaV preVenWed ZiWh a drafW of Whe neZ PCAP 
acWion iWemV aW Whe AGM in JanXar\, 2020 and Zere giYen Whe opporWXniW\ Wo VXggeVW ediWV Wo Whe PCAP. A drafW of Whe PCAP ZaV 
compleWed b\ Whe end of March, 2020. The 2021-2025 PCAP reWainV Whe Vame formaW aV Whe preYioXV PCAP, ZiWh Whree large oXW-
comeV of: mainWaining large blockV of naWiYe prairie and parkland landVcapeV, conVerYing connecWing corridorV for biodiYerViW\, and 
proWecWing iVolaWed naWiYe habiWaWV. EdXcaWion approacheV alVo remain in Whe neZ PCAP aV an inWegral componenW of Whe Whree oXW-
comeV. 

Change Analysis: State of the Prairie 
 

The SWaWe of Whe Prairie Wechnical reporW oXWlining Whe proceVV, aVVXmpWionV, GIS anal\VeV and reVXlWV ZaV compleWed in Whe VXmmer of 
2019 and poVWed Wo Whe PCF ZebViWe along ZiWh Vome VXpporWing VXmmar\ docXmenWV for readerV. ThiV Wechnical reporW proYideV in-
formaWion on hoZ Whe VWaWe of Whe prairie reVXlWV Zere obWained, and Zill proYide Whe backgroXnd informaWion for an occaVional paper 
on Whe VWaWe of Whe prairie planned for fall/ZinWer 2020/2021. An oXWline for Whe occaVional paper ZaV compleWed in Whe ZinWer of 2020 
and Zill delYe inWo Whe VWaWe of AlberWa¶V prairieV in a non-Wechnical manner and proYide e[planaWionV on Zh\ reVXlWV ma\ be aV Whe\ 
are and ZhaW Whe implicaWionV are for prairie conVerYaWion. PlanV are alVo XnderZa\ Wo VWarW a Vocial media campaign laWer in 2020 Wo 
inform people aboXW Whe VWaWe of AlberWa¶V prairieV. 
 
The SWaWe of Whe Prairie commiWWee proYided VXggeVWed acWion iWemV Wo Whe PCAP 2021-2025 commiWWee. TheVe acWionV inclXde: 
x ProdXce an occaVional paper Wo diVcXVV and proYide conWe[W on Whe reVXlWV of Whe VWaWe of Whe prairie projecW. 
x Inform and Vhare reVXlWV of VWaWe of Whe prairie WhroXgh deYelopmenW of e[WenVion maWerialV and eYenWV. 
x FXrWher anal\ViV inWo Whe qXaliW\ and condiWion of Whe remaining naWiYe prairie (anWhropogenic changeV, inYaViYe VpecieV or 

oWher idenWified facWorV. 
x PXrVXe aV appropriaWe Whe recommendaWionV oXWlined ZiWhin Whe SWaWe of Whe Prairie Technical ReporW for fXrWher anal\ViV. 

 

Connecting Corridors 
 

The ConnecWing CorridorV CommiWWee geared Xp again in March 2019 ZiWh a focXV on idenWif\ing ke\ areaV WhaW need Wo be beWWer 
connecWed aW a fXncWional and VWrXcWXral leYel WhroXghoXW AlberWa¶V GraVVlandV and Parkland NaWXral RegionV. 
 
A Zorking VeVVion of connecWiYiW\ e[perWV ZaV held on OcWober 29, 2019 in Airdrie, AlberWa. ThiV one-da\ ZorkVhop aimed Wo idenWi-
f\ Vpecific locaWionV WhaW need Wo VWa\ connecWed or be beWWer connecWed (conVidering boWh VWrXcWXral and fXncWional connecWiYiW\) Wo 
ma[imi]e benefiWV for mXlWiple naWiYe VpecieV, mXlWiple VpecieV W\peV (groXpV) and mXlWiple habiWaW W\peV. TZenW\-foXr e[perWV aWWend-
ed, inclXding repreVenWaWiYeV from AlberWa, SaVkaWcheZan, MonWana, Idaho, Kainai FirVW NaWion and Whe BlackfeeW Tribe.    
 
In addiWion, Whe commiWWee held anoWher Zorking VeVVion ZiWh Whe PCF memberVhip aW Whe AnnXal General MeeWing in OkoWokV on 
JanXar\ 16, 2020. ThiV Zorking VeVVion ZaV deVigned Wo Wake Whe informaWion gaWhered from Whe e[perW Zorking VeVVion in OcWober 
2019 Wo help deWermine ZhaW acWionV Whe PCF can accompliVh. Some of Whe acWionV Whe PCF Zill be incorporaWing inWo Whe ne[W PCAP 
(2021-2025) Zill inclXde: 
 
x IdenWif\ VignificanW major corridorV for VpecieV relianW on naWiYe prairie. 
x CondXcW a piloW of fine-Vcale mapping and aVVeVVmenW of aW leaVW WZo corridorV. 
x For delineaWed corridorV, idenWif\ releYanW VWakeholderV and parWnerVhipV. EncoXrage and VXpporW 

corridor conVerYaWion neWZorking and collaboraWion.  
x DeYelop and WargeW e[WenVion maWerialV or pracWical gXideV on Whe imporWance of connecWiYiW\ 

and connecWiYiW\ reWenWion. TargeW and Wailor Wo landholder, mXnicipal and indXVWr\ aXdienceV. 
x EnVXre cXrrenW informaWion relaWed Wo corridor anal\ViV, ZorkVhopV or e[WenVion maWerialV iV 

poVWed on, or linked Wo and from, Whe PCF ZebViWe. 
x ProYide inpXW Wo goYernmenW polic\ WhroXgh engagemenW in regional planning and polic\ iniWia-

WiYeV. 
x Work ZiWh appropriaWe jXriVdicWionV and VWakeholderV Wo pXW in place a corridor conVerYaWion/

reWenWion VWraWeg\ for one major corridor. 
x In cooperaWion ZiWh MonWana and SaVkaWcheZan, VXpporW Whe conVerYaWion of WranVboXndar\ 

naWiYe prairie ecoV\VWemV WhroXgh Whe TranVboXndar\ GraVVlandV ParWnerVhip collaboraWion. 
x ConWinXe Wo hold annXal WranVboXndar\ ZorkVhopV roWaWing beWZeen AlberWa, SaVkaWcheZan, and 

MonWana. 



 

Prairie ConVerYaWion ForXm AnnXal ReporW 2019-2020 

Alberta Range Stewardship Course 
 

The 2nd AnnXal AlberWa Range SWeZardVhip CoXrVe ZaV held aW BXffalo, AB in Whe Special AreaV No. 3 on JXl\ 30-31, 2019. The 
SWeering CommiWWee choVe Whe locaWion baVed on Whe Wheme of “ReVilienc\´.  The regional locaWion of Whe 2019 coXrVe ZaV deYaVWaWed 
b\ graVVland ZildfireV in Whe laWe-fall of 2017 and e[perienced prolonged droXghW-like condiWionV WhaW WogeWher challenge Whe abiliW\ of 
local prodXcerV Wo VWa\ “reVilienW´ in mainWaining Wheir liYelihoodV.  ParWicipanWV of Whe coXrVe came from aV local aV a feZ mileV aZa\ 
Wo aV far aZa\ aV NanWon in Whe ZeVW and EdmonWon in Whe norWh, VhoZcaVing Whe aWWracWion of WhiV 2-da\ coXrVe. 
 
The local planning commiWWee choVe Wo bring WogeWher Whe Whree-pillar approach: ecological, economic, and Vocial leVVonV in 
“ReVilienc\´.  Some of Whe coXrVe highlighWV inclXded: 
 
x Barr\ AdamV, reWired Manager of Whe AEP Rangeland ReVoXrce Branch and deYeloper of 

man\ of Whe range managemenW WoolV in AlberWa, Vpoke aboXW leVVonV in range managemenW.  
ThiV preVenWaWion groXnded Whe parWicipanWV in Zh\ Whe principleV & pracWiceV of range man-
agemenW are applied Wo enVXre long-Werm reVilience of Whe graVVland reVoXrce. 

x Rancher Vpeaker, Brad OVadc]Xk of Jenner, AB gaYe an eYening preVenWaWion of ZhaW reVil-
ienc\ meanV in hiV ranching operaWion.  Brad oXWlined hiV approach Wo bXilding a VXcceVVfXl 
ranching bXVineVV and aWWribXWed Whe managemenW of hiV graVVland aV Whe core Wo mainWain-
ing a liYing in Whe caWWle bXVineVV. 

x Field inVWrXcWion inclXded Wraining in graVVland healWh aVVeVVmenW, naWiYe planW idenWifica-
Wion, naWiYe planW commXniW\ idenWificaWion, VWocking raWe applicaWionV, managemenW of re-
coYering graVVlandV poVW Zildfire, imporWance of adeqXaWe reVW periodV, and naWiYe VpecieV 
reVponVe Wo indXVWrial diVWXrbance inclXding reclamaWion of naWiYe graVVlandV. 

 
ArgXabl\, Whe moVW beneficial aVpecW of Whe AlberWa Range SWeZardVhip CoXrVe iV Whe abiliW\ for 
coXrVe parWicipanWV Wo inWeracW WhroXgh handV-on learning WhroXghoXW Whe 2-da\ coXrVe and conWrib-
XWe knoZledge on perVonal or local e[perienceV in range managemenW for oWher parWicipanWV Wo 
hear. 
 
Feedback from Whe 2019 coXrVe Zill be reYieZed b\ Whe VWeering commiWWee and incorporaWed inWo Whe folloZing \ear¶V coXrVe Wo con-
WinXe improYemenW Wo enVXre coXrVe releYance Wo Whe parWicipanWV. 
 
 

Prairie Conservation and Endangered Species Conference  
 
The core commiWWee for Whe 2022 PCESC conference ZaV VWrXck in 2019. The commiWWee deYeloped a charWer for Whe 2022 PCESC, 
oXWlined Whe roleV and reVponVibiliWieV of Whe YarioXV poViWionV needed and VWarWed Wo fill Whem, looked aW WimelineV Wo eVWabliVh VWarW and 
end daWeV for differenW pieceV, VWarWed Wo look aW poWenWial WhemeV for Whe conference, and made deciVionV on Wiming and locaWion of Whe 
conference. A YenXe ZaV choVen, hoZeYer, in lighW of COVID and VhXW-doZnV occXrring aW Whe end of March, Whe deciVion ZaV made 
Wo noW Vign an\ conWracWV ZiWh Whe YenXe aW WhiV Wime. The PCF board YoWed Wo poVWpone Whe conference XnWil 2023, ZiWh a deciVion Wo 
go ahead ZiWh iW or cancel iW coming in 2021. 
 
 

Education & Communication Committee 
 
The Deep RooWV Videoconference conWinXed Wo be deliYered b\ AlberWa ParkV Wo VWXdenWV acroVV AlberWa in 2019, hoZeYer, dXe Wo 
VWaffing changeV in AlberWa ParkV, onl\ 10 preVenWaWionV Zere deliYered. The WoWal nXmber of VWXdenWV ZiWhin WheVe claVVeV ZaV 277, 
ZiWh claVVeV ranging from grade 1 Wo grade 6. SW. AXgXVWine Vchool from Calgar\ Zon Whe Deep RooWV draZ for a $500 field Wrip bXr-
Var\ and ZaV able Wo Wake Wheir grade 7 claVV Wo FiVh Creek Park on a field Wrip. 
 
The PCF conWinXed Wo VXpporW Whe UniYerViW\ of AlberWa Range Weam ZiWh a bXrVar\ of $1,000 Wo aWWend Whe SocieW\ of Range Manage-
menW Conference in Whe U.S.A. The PCF ZaV alVo able Wo VponVor oWher edXcaWional eYenWV in AlberWa inclXding Whe Women¶V Gra]ing 
School, YoXWh Range Da\V, AlberWa¶V SoilV ToXr, and Whe GraVVland ReVWoraWion ForXm¶V annXal meeWing.  
 
The PCF facebook page conWinXeV Wo operaWe and haV aroXnd 2 poVWV per monWh. The moVW Vhared poVW for 2019-2020 ZaV informaWion 
and regiVWraWion for Whe range VWeZardVhip coXrVe, reaching 966 people. OWher popXlar poVWV on Whe Facebook page inclXded a poVW 
aboXW beeV and ZhaW people can do Wo VXpporW Whem (620 people reached), carbon VWorage in Whe graVVlandV (526 people reached), [eri-
Vcaping (497 people reached), and a poVW Wo VXpporW SaVkaWcheZan PCAP¶V Zebinar VerieV (446 people reached).  
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MULTISAR 
 
MULTISAR iV focXVed on mXlWi-VpecieV conVerYaWion aW Whe landVcape leYel WhaW promoWeV VWeZardVhip WhroXgh YolXnWar\ parWicipa-
Wion of landholderV on boWh CroZn and priYaWe landV. The program iV a collaboraWiYe efforW among landholderV, Whe AlberWa ConVerYa-
Wion AVVociaWion, AlberWa EnYironmenW and ParkV, Whe Prairie ConVerYaWion ForXm, CoZV and FiVh, Canadian CaWWlemen¶V AVVocia-
Wion, AlberWa Beef ProdXcerV, Whe Canadian RoXnd Table for SXVWainable Beef, and EnYironmenW and ClimaWe Change Canada. 
 
The HabiWaW ConVerYaWion Program inclXdeV Whe deYelopmenW of deWailed HabiWaW ConVerYaWion SWraWegieV (HCS) in Whe Milk RiYer 
and SoXWh SaVkaWcheZan ZaWerVhedV of VoXWhern AlberWa, aV Zell aV Whe more compacW SpecieV aW RiVk ConVerYaWion PlanV (SARC 
PlanV) and HabiWaW ManagemenW PlanV (HMP) deliYered WhroXghoXW Whe GraVVland NaWXral Region.  
 
In 2019-2020, a neZ HCS ZaV deYeloped on eighW rancheV WoWalling appro[imaWel\ 63,100 acreV. MULTISAR alVo compleWed one 
HMP on 810 acreV of land ZiWhin oXr prioriW\ areaV. SeYeral habiWaW enhancemenW projecWV Zere deYeloped Wo improYe Whe habiWaW of 
ke\ Zildlife VpecieV on HCS and HMP properWieV. TheVe Yaried from planWing of naWiYe graVV plXgV, Zildlife-friendl\ fencing, inVWal-
laWion of ferrXginoXV haZk (BXWeo UegaliV) poleV, Wree proWecWion, proYiding porWable fencing XniWV, fencing off ZeWlandV and dXgoXWV 
and proYiding alWernaWe ZaWer. 
 
The EdXcaWion, OXWreach, and AZareneVV program ZaV achieYed primaril\ b\ MULTISAR VWaff giYing preVenWaWionV and demonVWra-
Wion WoXrV Wo landholderV, Zildlife and conVerYaWion groXpV, college VWXdenWV, and Whe general pXblic. MULTISAR parWnered ZiWh Whe 
Canadian CaWWlemen¶V AVVociaWion Wo man a booWh dXring Whe Calgar\ SWampede. CommXnicaWion maWerial prodXced inclXded one 
iVVXe of MULTISAR¶V GraVVland Ga]eWWe neZVleWWer. In WoWal, MULTISAR made oYer 160 differenW W\peV of conWacWV ZiWh more Whan 
4,000 people (and an addiWional 100,000 people aW Whe Calgar\ SWampede) inclXding landholderV, Whe general pXblic, academia, indXV-
Wr\, media, goYernmenW and non-goYernmenW organi]aWionV and oWher VecWorV. 
 
Under Whe ReVearch and MoniWoring Program, MULTISAR conWinXed implemenWing iWV moniWoring and eYalXaWion proWocol Wo aVVeVV 
Whe direcWionaliW\ of habiWaW improYemenWV and managemenW changeV and Whe effecWiYeneVV of iWV HabiWaW ConVerYaWion SWraWegieV. A 
VXbVample of range and riparian ViWeV and Zildlife poinWV Zere reYiViWed on Whree MULTISAR HCS rancheV (52,375), fiYe \earV afWer 
Wheir iniWial aVVeVVmenW, Wo deWermine if managemenW recommendaWionV had been implemenWed and Wo moniWor Wheir impacW on VpecieV 
aW riVk habiWaW. RoXghl\ 25 habiWaW enhancemenW projecWV, on parWicipaWing HCS rancheV, Zere moniWored in 2019 Wo deWermine if en-
hancemenWV are achieYing Wheir objecWiYeV. 
 
MULTISAR conWinXeV Wo compile Zildlife obVerYaWion and YegeWaWion aVVeVVmenW daWa iW haV been accXmXlaWing Vince iWV firVW HabiWaW 
ConVerYaWion SWraWeg\. MULTISAR alVo conWinXeV Wo promoWe Beneficial ManagemenW PracWiceV recommendaWionV Wo improYe and 
ma[imi]e habiWaW qXaliW\ for VpecieV aW riVk.  
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Financial Report 

Statement of Operations and Net Assets (Deficiency) 
March 31, 2020        
Revenue            2020        2019 
 CaVino       $  17,534  $  26,382 
 AlberWa EnYironmenW and ParkV GranW       10,000      10,000 
 AdminiVWraWion²MXlWiVar           7,692                   7,692   
 Special AreaV Board           5,000           ²    
 NaWXre ConVerYanc\ Canada          5,000           ² 
 Range SWeZardVhip WorkVhop          4,821        2,342 
 DonaWionV            3,424           171         
 InWereVW Income                118           122  
 TranVboXndar\ GraVVlandV WorkVhop           ²         9,187 
 ParkV Canada GranW             ²         5,000 
 Total        $  53,589  $  60,896 
 
Expenses 
 CoordinaWor conWracW and e[penVeV    $  57,946  $  50,417 
 Special ProjecWV          21,327      37,123 
 MeeWing e[penVeV            5,100         12,311 
 ProfeVVional FeeV            3,024        2,993  
 InVXrance            2,109        1,880 
 Office             1,971           744 
 Total            91,477    105,468 
 
Excess (deficiency) of Revenue over Expenses    $(37,888)   $(44,572) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Statement of Financial Position 
March 31, 2020 
 
Assets               2020       2019 
 CaVh       $   220,243  $  289,054 
 GST receiYable                   11,105             10,680 
       
Liabilities and Net Assets 
 DXe Wo MXlWiVar              $      9,791  $   20,805 
 Deferred ReYenXe           62,540       82,024 
 
Net Assets 
 UnreVWricWed NeW AVVeWV     $      9,017  $   36,905 
 ConWingenc\ ReVerYe         159,017     196,905 
 
Total        $  231,348  $ 299,734 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Statement of Changes in Net Assets 
March 31, 2020 
     UnreVWricWed InWernall\ ReVWricWed ToWal 2020 ToWal 2019 
Balance, beginning of \ear   $    36,905         $ 160,000  $ 196,905 $241,477 
E[ceVV of ReYenXe OYer E[pendiWXreV $  (37,888)                ²  $(37,888) $(44,572) 
Balance, end of \ear   $      9,017         $ 150,000  $ 159,017 $196,905 
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PCF Board of Directors 
 
Nolan Ball — Chair. Nolan is currently working as a Rangeland Agrologist in Public Land Management for the Special Areas. Daily work focuses on helping man-
age 2.5 million acres of Public land that remains in native grassland and abandoned farmland that has reverted back to a native or modified condition. Prior to this 
position with the Special Areas, Nolan worked in oil & gas wellsite reclamation for 7 years as a consultant. Most of the work consisted of restoring disturbances from 
oil & gas production in native prairie environments. Nolan grew up in the Special Areas and moved back to the area following post secondary education in Environ-
mental Sciences. He continues to be part of a family livestock business that ranches on a mixture of tame pastures and native rangeland. 
 
Karen Raven — Past-Chair. Karen was raised on a ranch in the Southern Interior of BC where she gained her love of the land. Karen is the Manager of the Land 
Use Unit in the Environmental Stewardship Branch of Alberta Agriculture and Forestry. Her work focuses on support to Land Use Framework regional planning initia-
tives, ecosystem services, agricultural sustainability initiatives, conservation offsets, and biodiversity. Grassland conservation and stewardship on working landscapes 
are close to her heart and drive her involvement in the Prairie Conservation Forum.  
 
Neal Wilson — Vice-Chair. Neal Wilson grew up in southern Saskatchewan and attended the U of S receiving his degree in Agriculture in 1995. He worked for 
various ranches in Southern Saskatchewan and Manitoba. He then worked for the Prairie Conservation Action Plan, Saskatchewan Wetland Conservation Corpora-
tion and The Nature Conservancy of Canada working with landowners to develop grazing plans with the strategy of helping them conserve their native prairie. He has 
managed with Antelope Creek Ranch with his wife Shannon for the past 14 years. 
 
Brian Peers — Treasurer. Brian Peers works for the M.D. of Taber in his role as the Director of Municipal Lands and Leases where he manages the municipali-
WieV¶ oZned inYenWoU\ of landV, SUimaUil\ naWiYe SUaiUie. BUian UeceiYed hiV BacheloU of Science fUom Whe UniYeUViW\ of MonWana in Wildlife Biology. 
 
Ian Dyson — Board Member.  Ian has been affiliated with the PCF since its inception in 1989. He retired from Alberta Environment and Parks in July 2017, but 
continues to have interest in collaborative approaches to achieve desired environmental outcomes. His professional experience deals with integrated resource man-
agement, water management and regional sustainable development plans in Alberta and he has helped build and sustain multi-stakeholder partnerships dealing with 
approaches to address environmental cumulative effects such as water quality in the Oldman River Basin, transboundary collaboration to sustain ecological health in 
the Rocky Mountains, and the conservation of prairie and parkland biodiversity.  
 
Brandy Downey — Board Member. Brandy is the Senior Species At Risk Biologist in Lethbridge for Alberta Environment and Parks, Fish and Wildlife Manage-
ment. Brandy has been a member of the MULTISAR team since 2003 and currently assists AEP and the PCF in managing the program, which works collaboratively 
with several NGO's, government agencies, and individuals to conserve species at risk in the Grassland Natural Region of Alberta. Unrelated to her work roles, Brandy 
enjoys hiking and exploring the outdoors with her family.   
 
Christyann Olson — Board Member. ChUiVW\ann iV Whe E[ecXWiYe DiUecWoU foU Whe AlbeUWa WildeUneVV AVVociaWion and iV SaVVionaWe aboXW oXU VocieW\¶V UeVSon-
sibility to ensure the health and legacy of wilderness for generations to come. She takes every possible opportunity to enjoy AlbeUWa¶V ZildeUneVV and VhaUe heU enWhX-
siasm with others. Although her roots are in the Crowsnest Pass, Christyann has lived in and explored much of Alberta including many of its wild places by foot, ca-
noe, and occasionally by horse.  
 
Chelsea Kraus — Board Member. Chelsea was raised on a mixed irrigation family farm near Taber, Alberta where she spent her formative years. When her 
family moved to farm in Saskatchewan, she attended the University of Saskatchewan and obtained her BSA in 2011. She is now working as an environmental scien-
tist for Trace Associates Inc. in Lethbridge where her work primarily consists of reclaiming disturbances from oil & gas production across Alberta.  
 
Tracy Kupchenko — Board Member. Tracy has spent the last 17 years working out of Medicine Hat, doing  range management/land use/prairie conserva-
tion  in one form or another.  In her non-working time, she likes to do cattle work with her horses and volunteer at excellent functions such as the Youth Range Days 
and Range Stewardship courses.  Tracy has been a PCF member for over 10 years, serving on various committees including Education, numerous PCESC organiz-
ing committees and is happy to be currently working alongside fantastic members of the PCF Board.   
 
Robert Oakley — Board Member. Robert is a Rangeland Agrologist in Lethbridge for Alberta Environment and Parks. He grew up in the lake country of west 
central Alberta and SW Manitoba/NW Ontario, though he has built an appreciation for the prairies and grasslands through his work as a Rangeland Agrologist. He 
graduated from the University of Alberta in 2009 with a degree in Environmental and Conservation Sciences with a double major in Conservation Biology and Wildlife 
and Rangeland Resource Management. Though the grassland is now his home; Robert still enjoys the forests 
and lakes of the mountains and Canadian shield in his spare time.  
 
Lindsye Dunbar — Board Member. LindV\e iV Whe geneUal manageU of Whe WeVWeUn SWock GUoZeUV¶ AVVoci-
ation, a beef industry producer advocacy group with a focus on policy, land use and property rights. She is driven 
by her passion for the success and sustainability of the agriculture industry with a particular interest in leveraging 
the environmental benefits of agricultural systems. Two of her favourite things are logic and common sense. 
Lindsye has strong roots in both crop and livestock agriculture and holds a Bachelor of Science in Agriculture. 
Outside of working, she finds joy in spending time with her family in the outdoors and is an avid foodie who has 
yet to meet a caramel dessert she can refuse. 
 
Peg Strankman — Board Member. Raised on a mixed cattle and grain operation in Special Areas, Al-
berta, Peg Strankman has worked toward landscape resilience in a variety of roles. She enjoys the challenge of 
communicating rural and urban values between the solitudes. Supporting initiatives bringing the value of ecologi-
cal services and biodiversity to rural livestock producers domestically and internationally occupy her time. 
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Recognition of PCF Supporters 
 
 
FXnding and VXpporW iV criWical for on Whe groXnd acWion WoZardV prairie and parkland conVerYaWion, aV Zell for 
mainWaining Whe capaciW\ of Whe PCF coordinaWorV. FXnding iV alVo XVed for prinWing, meeWing YenXeV and 
mealV, WranVporWaWion and oWher operaWional e[penVeV. We ZoXld like Wo Whank oXr fXnding parWnerV of 2019-
2020 for Wheir commiWmenW Wo prairie and parkland conVerYaWion aV ZiWhoXW Whem, Ze ZoXldn¶W be Whe VocieW\ 
Ze are Woda\. 
  
AlberWa EnYironmenW and ParkV (granWV for PCF and MULTISAR) 
Special AreaV Board 
The NaWXre ConVerYanc\ of Canada (for Whe range VWeZardVhip coXrVe) 
EaVWern IrrigaWion DiVWricW 
GlenboZ Ranch Park 
CiW\ of LeWhbridge 
AlberWa WilderneVV AVVociaWion 
 
And a Vpecial WhankV Wo indiYidXalV WhaW make donaWionV Wo Whe PCF oXW of Wheir oZn pockeWV: 
Ian D\Von 
Linda Cerne\ 
 
We ZoXld alVo like Wo Whank: 
 
MemberV Zho incXr e[penVeV, ZiWhoXW reimbXrVemenW, Zhile aWWending PCF meeWingV. 
 
ThoVe indiYidXalV Zho made WhemVelYeV aYailable Wo VerYe aV WoXr gXideV on PCF field WripV and WhoVe WhaW 
gaYe preVenWaWionV Wo PCF memberV aW meeWingV. 
 
ChairperVonV of PCF commiWWeeV Zho proYide YalXed leaderVhip and commiWWee memberV Zho aVVXme a heaY-
ier Zorkload Wo fXlfill acWion recommendaWionV conWained in Whe PCAP. 
 
MemberV WhaW YolXnWeer aW PCF caVinoV. 
 
We Zill ineYiWabl\ haYe failed Wo idenWif\ Whe generoXV conWribXWionV of Vome indiYidXalV and organi]aWionV in 
WhiV VecWion. We apologi]e for an\ oYerVighW on oXr parW. 
 

 
PCF Coordinators 

 
Katheryn Taylor — Coordinator.  Katheryn obtained her MSc in biology from the University of Lethbridge in 2003 and has worked on many 
Zildlife and YegeWaWion UeVeaUch SUojecWV on Whe SUaiUieV, inclXding ZoUk VXch aV µWhe effecWV of caWWle gUa]ing on UiSaUian birdV¶ and µWhe effecWV of 
UiYeU damming on UiSaUian biUdV and YegeWaWion¶. She alVo did Vome ZoUk ZiWh Whe CoZV and FiVh PUogUam, condXcWing UiSaUian inventories across 
Alberta.  She has done some teaching and private consulting in the form of environmental impact assessments. She is currently one of the coordi-
nators for the MULTISAR program. Katheryn has been with the PCF since 2007.  
 
Sasha Harriott — Coordinator/Finance.  Sasha started out her career in the environmental field as a forest fire fighter. From there she joined 
the Cows and Fish Program and traveled across Alberta conducting riparian inventories, engaging landowners and promoting healthy riparian 
areas. She also worked with AMEC Earth and Environmental as a Safety and Logistics Coordinator. She is the mother of 4 children and enjoys 
living in the beautiful Crowsnest Pass. Sasha has been working with the PCF since 2008.  
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PCF Member Organizations 
Government (municipal, provincial, federal) 
 

 

AlberWa AgricXlWXre and ForeVWr\  
AlberWa Energ\ RegXlaWorV  
AlberWa EnYironmenW and ParkV  
Canadian ForceV BaVe, SXffield (DeparWmenW of NaWional 
Defence) 

 

Canadian Wildlife SerYice, EnYironmenW Canada  

CiW\ of LeWhbridge, Helen SchXler NaWXre CenWre  
HiVWoric ReVoXrceV ManagemenW Branch, ACT  
MXnicipal DiVWricW of Taber  

Special AreaV Board  
WaWerWon LakeV NaWional Park (ParkV Canada)  
  
Non-Government Organizations/Companies   

AECOM Canada LWd. LandWiVe Inc. 
AJM EnYironmenWal Inc. LeWhbridge NaWXraliVWV SocieW\ 
AlberWa BiodiYerViW\  MoniWoring InVWiWXWe Milk RiYer WaWerVhed CoXncil 
AlberWa ConVerYaWion AVVociaWion MilleniXm Land LWd. 
AcWion for AgricXlWXre MiiVWakiV InVWiWXWe 
AgiliW\ Program, UniYerViW\ of LeWhbridge NaWXre AlberWa 
AlberWa NaWiYe PlanW CoXncil NaWXre ConVerYanc\ of Canada 
AlberWa WilderneVV AVVociaWion Oldman WaWerVhed CoXncil 

AlWaLink OperaWion GraVVlandV CommXniW\, AlberWa FiVh and Game AVVoci-
aWion 

Amec FoVWer Wheeler PekiVko GroXp 
Ann and Sand\ CroVV ConVerYaWion Area Rangeland ConVerYaWion SerYice LWd. 
AnWelope Creek Ranch Red Deer RiYer WaWerVhed Alliance 
BaWWle RiYer WaWerVhed Alliance RoXnd Rock Ranching 
BoXndar\ Creek LandoZnerV AVVociaWion SalmWec 
Calgar\ Zoo SoXWhern AlberWa Land TrXVW SocieW\ 
Canadian ParkV and WilderneVV SocieW\ (Calgar\/Banff 
ChapWer) 

Special AreaV AdYiVor\ CoXncil 

CoZV and FiVh ² AlberWa Riparian HabiWaW ManagemenW 
SocieW\ 

SZeeWgraVV BiVon 

DeciViYe Edge TERA EnYironmenWal ConVXlWanWV, a CH2M Hill Compan\ 
DXckV UnlimiWed Canada Trace AVVociaWeV Inc. 
EaVWern IrrigaWion DiVWricW UniYerViW\ of Calgar\ 
EnYironmenWal SWraWegieV Inc. UniYerViW\ of LeWhbridge 
FooWhillV ReVWoraWion ForXm Vermilion RiYer WaWerVhed Alliance 
GlenboZ Ranch Park FoXndaWion WaWerWon BioVphere ReVerYe AVVociaWion 
AlberWa Gra]ing LeaVeholderV AVVociaWion WeVWern SWockgroZerV AVVociaWion 
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